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ATLANTA –�t ŝƚŚ�ƌĞĐĞŶƚ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ƐŚŽǁ ŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƵůƚƌĂĮ ŶĞ�ƉĂƌƟĐůĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŵŽƌĞ�ŚĂǌĂƌĚŽƵƐ�ƚŽ�ŚƵŵĂŶ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�

than originally thought, higher-efficiency filters should be used, according to the newly published 2015 

ǀ ĞƌƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ��^, Z��͛ Ɛ�ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƟĂů�ŝŶĚŽŽƌ�Ăŝƌ�ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�ŐƵŝĚĞůŝŶĞ͘

Guideline 24-2015, s ĞŶƟůĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�/ŶĚŽŽƌ��ŝƌ�Y ƵĂůŝƚǇ�ŝŶ�>Žǁ -ZŝƐĞ�ZĞƐŝĚĞŶƟĂů��ƵŝůĚŝŶŐƐ͕ �ƉƌŽǀ ŝĚĞƐ�ŝŶĨŽƌͲ

ŵĂƟŽŶ�ŽŶ�ĂĐŚŝĞǀ ŝŶŐ�ŐŽŽĚ�/�Y �ƚŚĂƚ�ŐŽĞƐ�ďĞǇŽŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶĞĚ�ŝŶ�̂ ƚĂŶĚĂƌĚ�

62.2, s ĞŶƟůĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ��ĐĐĞƉƚĂďůĞ�/ŶĚŽŽƌ��ŝƌ�Y ƵĂůŝƚǇ�ŝŶ�>Žǁ -ZŝƐĞ�ZĞƐŝĚĞŶƟĂů��ƵŝůĚŝŶŐƐ͕ �ďǇ�ƉƌŽǀ ŝĚŝŶŐ�ĞǆͲ

ƉůĂŶĂƚŽƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĂů�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂů�ŶŽƚ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽĚĞ-intended standard. Guideline 24 is the

companion document to Standard 62.2.

͞ /Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�ϮϬϬϴ�ǀ ĞƌƐŝŽŶ͕ �ǁ Ğ�ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝĨ�Ă�ůŽƚ�ŽĨ�ƵůƚƌĂĮ ŶĞ�ƉĂƌƟĐůĞƐ�ǁ ĞƌĞ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĞĚ͕ �ŚŝŐŚĞƌ-efficiency 

Į ůƚĞƌƐ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĞĚ͘ �WĞƌŝŽĚ͕ ͟ �WĂƵů�&ƌĂŶĐŝƐĐŽ͕ �ĐŚĂŝƌ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�' ƵŝĚĞůŝŶĞ�ϲϮ͘ Ϯ�ĐŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞ͕�ƐĂŝĚ͘ �͞ E Žǁ �

ǁ Ğ�ƐĂǇ�Ă�ůŽƚ�ŵŽƌĞ͘�t Ğ�ĐŝƚĞ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐŚŽǁ Ɛ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƵůƚƌĂĮ ŶĞ�ƉĂƌƟĐůĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�Ă�ŵƵĐŚ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮ ĐĂŶƚ�ĐŽŶͲ

cern, and we state explicitly that higher-efficiency filters mean MERV 13 or higher.”

ZŝĐŬ�<ĂƌŐ͕�Ă�ŵĞŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�' ƵŝĚĞůŝŶĞ�Ϯϰ�ĐŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞ�ǁ ŚŽ�Žǀ ĞƌƐĂǁ �ƚŚĞ�ƌĞǀ ŝƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ͕ �ŶŽƚĞƐ�

ƚŚĂƚ�ƉĂƌƟĐůĞ�Į ůƚĞƌƐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŵŝŶŝŵƵŵ�Ğĸ ĐŝĞŶĐǇ�ƌĞƉŽƌƟŶŐ�ǀ ĂůƵĞ�;D �Zs Ϳ�ƌĂƟŶŐƐ�ďĞůŽǁ �ϲ�ĂƌĞ�ƉŽŽƌ�Ăƚ�Į ůƚĞƌͲ

ŝŶŐ�ŽƵƚ�ƌĞƐƉŝƌĂďůĞ�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƚĞƐ�;ƚǇƉŝĐĂůůǇ�ďĞůŽǁ �Ϯ͘ ϱ�ŵŝĐƌŽŶƐͿ͕�ďƵƚ�ĐĂŶ�ĚŽ�ĂŶ�ĂĐĐĞƉƚĂďůĞ�ũŽď�Ăƚ�ƌĞŵŽǀ ŝŶŐ�

ƚŚĞ�ůĂƌŐĞ�ǀ ŝƐŝďůĞ�ƉĂƌƟĐůĞƐ�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�Į ďĞƌƐ͕ �ŝŶƐĞĐƚƐ͕ �Žƌ�ůĂƌŐĞ�ĚƵƐƚƐ�Žƌ�ƉŽůůĞŶƐ͘ ��E ^/ͬ �^, Z���̂ ƚĂŶĚĂƌĚ�ϱϮ͘ Ϯ͕ �

D ĞƚŚŽĚ�ŽĨ�dĞƐƟŶŐ�' ĞŶĞƌĂů�s ĞŶƟůĂƟŽŶ��ŝƌ-�ůĞĂŶŝŶŐ��Ğǀ ŝĐĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ZĞŵŽǀ Ăů��ĸ ĐŝĞŶĐǇ�ďǇ�WĂƌƟĐůĞ�

Size, ƐƉĞĐŝĮ ĞƐ�ƌĞŵŽǀ Ăů�Ğĸ ĐŝĞŶĐǇ�ǀ ĂůƵĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƚĞ�Į ůƚĞƌƐ͘

͞ ZĞĐĞŶƚ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ƐƵŐŐĞƐƚƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŵĂƐƐ�ŽĨ�ƉĂƌƟĐůĞƐ�ďĞůŽǁ �Ϯ͘ ϱ�ŵŝĐƌŽŶƐ�;WD Ϯ͘ ϱͿ�ŵĂǇ�ďĞ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�

significant indoor airborne contaminants in terms of chronic health impact in residences of those that 

ŚĂǀ Ğ�ďĞĞŶ�ǁ Ğůů�ƐƚƵĚŝĞĚ͕ ͟ �<ĂƌŐ�ƐĂŝĚ͘ �͞WD Ϯ͘ ϱ�ŝƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ƐƚƌĂŝŐŚƞŽƌǁ ĂƌĚ�ĐŽŶƚĂŵŝŶĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƌĞŵŽǀ Ğ�

ĨƌŽŵ�ŝŶĚŽŽƌ�ĞŶǀ ŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�Į ůƚƌĂƟŽŶ͘ �D �Zs �ϭϬ�ƌĂƚĞĚ�Į ůƚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŝŐŚĞƌ�ĂƌĞ�ƉƌĞĨĞƌƌĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƌĞŵŽǀ Ͳ

ŝŶŐ�ƐŵĂůůĞƌ�ĂŝƌďŽƌŶĞ�ĂůůĞƌŐĞŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�WD Ϯ͘ ϱ�ƉĂƌƟĐůĞƐ͘ ͟

As such, Guideline 24 recommends that higher-efficiency (MERV 13 and higher) filters should be consid-

ered. �D ƵůƟƐƚĂŐĞ�ƉĂƌƟĐůĞ�Į ůƚƌĂƟŽŶ�;Ă�ƌĞůĂƟǀ ĞůǇ�ĐŽĂƌƐĞ�Į ůƚĞƌ�ĨŽůůŽǁ ĞĚ�ďǇ�Ă�ŚŝŐŚ-efficiency filter) can 

ŚĞůƉ�Į ůƚĞƌ�ŽƵƚ�Ěŝī ĞƌĞŶƚ�ƐŝǌĞĚ�ƉĂƌƟĐůĞƐ�ǁ ŝƚŚŽƵƚ�Žǀ ĞƌůŽĂĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŚŝŐŚĞƌ-Ğĸ ĐŝĞŶĐǇ�Į ůƚĞƌƐ͘ �t ŚĞŶ�ƐĞůĞĐƟŶŐ�

Į ůƚĞƌƐ͕ �ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�Őŝǀ ĞŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�Ğī ĞĐƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�Į ůƚĞƌ͛Ɛ�ƉƌĞƐƐƵƌĞ�ĚƌŽƉ�ŽŶ�ĚĞůŝǀ ĞƌĞĚ�ĂŝƌŇŽǁ ͕ �ĨĂŶ�

capacity and energy use, according to Karg.



Other significant changes to Guideline 24 are:

/ŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ŶĞǁ �ĚĞĮ ŶŝƟŽŶƐ͕ �ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�ĂůŝŐŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŐƵŝĚĞůŝŶĞ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�̂ ƚĂŶĚĂƌĚ�ϲϮ͘ Ϯ͘

^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϰ͘ ϯ ͘ ϳ ��ƐƟŵĂƟŶŐ�, ĞĂůƚŚ�/ŵƉĂĐƚƐ�ŽĨ��ŽŶƚĂŵŝŶĂŶƚ��ǆƉŽƐƵƌĞ͘��ŝƐĐƵƐƐĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǁ �ŵĞƚŚŽĚƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƋƵĂŶƟͲ

fying the impact of contaminant exposure, including Disability Adjusted Life Years (DALY).

^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϱ͘ ϰ͘ ϱ�/ŶƚĞƌƉůĂǇ�ŽĨ�D ĞĐŚĂŶŝĐĂů�s ĞŶƟůĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�/ŶĮ ůƚƌĂƟŽŶ͘ ��ĚĚƌĞƐƐĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�Ěŝī ĞƌĞŶĐĞƐ�ďĞͲ

ƚǁ ĞĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŶŶĞƌ�ŝŶ�ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�ďĂůĂŶĐĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶďĂůĂŶĐĞĚ�ŵĞĐŚĂŶŝĐĂů�ǀ ĞŶƟůĂƟŽŶ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�ŝŶĮ ůƚƌĂƟŽŶ�;ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�

Ăŝƌ�ůĞĂŬĂŐĞͿ͘�dŚŝƐ�Ěŝī ĞƌĞŶĐĞ�ĐĂŶ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮ ĐĂŶƚůǇ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŽƚĂů�ǀ ĞŶƟůĂƟŽŶ�Ăǀ ĂŝůĂďůĞ�;ŵĞĐŚĂŶŝĐĂů�ƉůƵƐ�ŝŶĮ ůƚƌĂͲ

ƟŽŶͿ�ŝŶ�Ă�Ěǁ ĞůůŝŶŐ͘

/Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ͕ �ƐĞǀ ĞƌĂů�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ƵƉĚĂƚĞƐ�ǁ ĞƌĞ�ŵĂĚĞ͘��ŵŽŶŐ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ĂƌĞ͗

dĂďůĞƐ�ϰ͘ ϭ͕ ��ŽŵƉĂƌŝƐŽŶ�ŽĨ�ZĞŐƵůĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�' ƵŝĚĞůŝŶĞƐ�WĞƌƟŶĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�/ŶĚŽŽƌ��Ŷǀ ŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚƐ͕ �ĂŶĚ��ŽŶĐĞŶƚƌĂͲ

ƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�/ŶƚĞƌĞƐƚ�ĨŽƌ�̂ ĞůĞĐƚĞĚ��ŽŶƚĂŵŝŶĂƚĞƐ͘ ��ŽƚŚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƚĂďůĞƐ�ǁ ĞƌĞ�ǀ ĞƩ ĞĚ�ďǇ�Ă�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ĞǆƉĞƌƚƐ�ƚŽ�

bring the data up to date.

^ŝŐŶŝĮ ĐĂŶƚ�ƵƉĚĂƚĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĞǆƉĂŶƐŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�̂ ĞĐƟŽŶƐ�ϳ �D ŽŝƐƚƵƌĞ͖�ϴ͘ϲ ͕ �ŽŵďƵƐƟŽŶ��ƉƉůŝĂŶĐĞƐ͖ �ϭϮ͕ �s ĞƌŝĮ ĐĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�

�ƋƵŝƉŵĞŶƚ�WĞƌĨŽƌŵĂŶĐĞ͖�ĂŶĚ�ϭϯ ͕ �s ĞŶƟůĂƟŽŶ��ŽŶƚƌŽůƐ�̂ ŝŐŶŝĮ ĐĂŶƚ�ƵƉĚĂƚĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĞǆƉĂŶƐŝŽŶ͘

^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϭϬ�D ĞĐŚĂŶŝĐĂů�s ĞŶƟůĂƟŽŶ�̂ ǇƐƚĞŵƐ��ĞƐŝŐŶ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮ ĐĂŶƚ�ƵƉĚĂƚĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĞǆƉĂŶƐŝŽŶ���ŶĞǁ �ƐƵďͲ

ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ŶŽǁ �ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ŚŽŽĚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞůĂƚĞĚ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǁ �ŵĞƚƌŝĐ͕�ĐĂƉƚƵƌĞ�Ğĸ ĐŝĞŶĐǇ͘

ZĞĨĞƌĞŶĐĞƐ͘ ��ƉƉƌŽǆŝŵĂƚĞůǇ�ϮϬ�ƌĞĨĞƌĞŶĐĞƐ�ǁ ĞƌĞ�ĂĚĚĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�Ăůů�ƉƌĞǀ ŝŽƵƐ�ŽŶĞƐ�ǁ ĞƌĞ�ǀ ĞƩ ĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�ƵƉͲ

dates.

The cost of Guideline 24-ϮϬϭϱ͕ �s ĞŶƟůĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�/ŶĚŽŽƌ��ŝƌ�Y ƵĂůŝƚǇ�ŝŶ�>Žǁ -ZŝƐĞ�ZĞƐŝĚĞŶƟĂů��ƵŝůĚŝŶŐƐ͕ �ŝƐ�Ψϱϴ�

($48, ASHRAE members). To order, visit www.ashrae.org/bookstore or contact ASHRAE Customer Contact

Center at 1-800-527-4723 (United States and Canada) or 404-636-8400 (worldwide) or fax 678-539-2129.

ASHRAE, founded in 1894, is a global society advancing human well-being through sustainable technology

for the built environment. The Society and its more than 54,000 members worldwide focus on building sys-

ƚĞŵƐ͕ �ĞŶĞƌŐǇ�Ğĸ ĐŝĞŶĐǇ͕�ŝŶĚŽŽƌ�Ăŝƌ�ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ͕�ƌĞĨƌŝŐĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵƐƚĂŝŶĂďŝůŝƚǇ͘�dŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ͕ �ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚƐ�

ǁ ƌŝƟŶŐ͕�ƉƵďůŝƐŚŝŶŐ͕�ĐĞƌƟĮ ĐĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵŝŶŐ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͕ ��^, Z���ƐŚĂƉĞƐ�ƚŽŵŽƌƌŽǁ ͛ Ɛ�ďƵŝůƚ�ĞŶǀ ŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ�

ƚŽĚĂǇ͘�D ŽƌĞ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ĨŽƵŶĚ�Ăƚ www.ashrae.org/news.


